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Hamlet, William Shakespeare’s most complex 
tragedy, is a profound exploration of conscience, re-
venge, and the nature of human existence. The play 
follows Prince Hamlet of Denmark, who is shaken 
by the appearance of his father’s ghost and the reve-
lation that King Hamlet was murdered by his own 
brother, Claudius. Commanded to avenge this cri-
me, Hamlet is torn between moral duty and intellec-
tual doubt, leading him into a state of inner conflict 
that shapes every action he takes.

As Hamlet struggles to reconcile thought with 
action, the court of Denmark becomes a world of 
deception, surveillance, and moral decay. His feig-
ned madness masks a deeper philosophical inquiry 
into truth, justice, and the meaning of life and death. 
Through soliloquies of extraordinary psychological 
depth, Hamlet questions loyalty, love, and the reli-
ability of human perception, exposing the tension 
between appearance and reality.
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ACT I

SCENE I. Elsinore. A platform before the Castle.

Enter Francisco and Barnardo, two sentinels

BARNARDO
Who’s there?

FRANCISCO
Nay, answer me. Stand and unfold yourself.

BARNARDO
Long live the King!

FRANCISCO
Barnardo?

BARNARDO
He.

FRANCISCO
You come most carefully upon your hour.

BARNARDO
’Tis now struck twelve. Get thee to bed, Francisco.
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FRANCISCO
For this relief much thanks. ’Tis bitter cold,
And I am sick at heart.

BARNARDO
Have you had quiet guard?

FRANCISCO
Not a mouse stirring.

BARNARDO
Well, good night.
If you do meet Horatio and Marcellus,
The rivals of my watch, bid them make haste.

Enter Horatio and Marcellus

FRANCISCO
I think I hear them. Stand, ho! Who is there?

HORATIO
Friends to this ground.

MARCELLUS
And liegemen to the Dane.

FRANCISCO
Give you good night.




